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be able to form from Sir William Barrett's summary a good 
general idea as to the nature of the problems with which re- 
searchers have been faced and the progress that has been made 
toward their solution. 

All the various phenomena, with which psychical research has 
concerned itself, are here past in review: hypnotism, dowsing, 
telepathy, and the more elusive and dubious manifestations of 
clairvoyance, poltergeists, and the "physical phenomena of 
spiritualism." In his last chapters Sir William Barrett deals 
with recent experiments in automatic writing, including "cross- 
correspondences." These suffer more than the rest from the 
necessity for condensation : the evidence must be studied in ex- 
tenso, before any adequate basis for an opinion can be obtained. 

But this limitation is inherent in the nature of the subject 
and detracts in no way from the value of Sir William Barrett's 
book, which is excellently adapted to its purpose. The reader 
will find in it a clear, careful account of some of the main 
achievements of psychical research by one who has himself taken 
part in these achievements and speaks to a large extent from 
personal knowledge and observation. 

London, England. Helen de G-. Verrall. 

La Solidaritb Sociale. Annales de l'lnstitut International de 
Sociologie. Volumes XII and XIII, containing the proceed- 
ings of the Seventh Congress of the Institute. Paris: V. 
Giard and E. Brie, 1910. Pp. 324, 326. 

The guiding thought in the preparation of the program of 
this congress was expressed in the words of one of the Ameri- 
can delegates, Lester F. Ward: "From a general point of view 
all sociological problems may be grouped in two great classes, 
one called social conflict, and the other social solidarity." To 
the discussion of social conflict were given the labors of the 
sixth congress of this learned society in 1906; to social soli- 
darity the seventh congress was devoted. Of the volumes con- 
taining the report of the latter congress, the first contains 
papers on social solidarity in -time and space, being the history 
of solidarity and an account of the various institutions of coop- 
eration and mutual helpfulness in the leading countries of the 
world; the second volume deals with the forms, principles, and 
limits of solidarity. 
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Conflict and solidarity in society, — together, it would seem, 
these subjects comprise all the concrete material of ethics, the 
former more frequently presenting ethical problems in their 
negative manifestations, and the latter in their more positive 
expression. Certain it is that the volumes before us range the 
the whole gamut of political, economic, and social issues which 
are agitating the world to-day. The abstract antithesis between 
individualistic and socialistic modes of community action came 
repeatedly to the fore in the discussion. 

Professor Charles Gide, in the paper which he presented to 
the congress, frankly and almost ruefully remarked that the 
word solidarity is of French origin, is used very frequently 
in France and rarely in other lands, and yet that France is 
precisely the country in which a genuine spirit of solidarity 
is most lacking among the people. The volumes before us, how- 
ever, make an impressive showing of the many agencies even 
in France, though still more in other civilized lands, operating 
for peace, unity, and cooperation, between and within the na- 
tions. The reader will find many interesting and profound 
contributions in these discussions, despite the fact that each 
speaker found himself forced by lack of space to give his state- 
ments in somewhat abstract expression, without the inductive 
evidence from history and contemporary life. Such general- 
izations are helpful in betraying the limits as well as in evi- 
dencing the advance of sociology. Probably most readers in 
closing the volumes will recur sympathetically to the words of 
another of the American delegates, J. Mark Baldwin, who said : 
"Sociology has not yet attained a truly scientific stage. What 
we call sociology is often no more than a mass of verbal and 
formal distinctions, which have an abstract purpose and which 
are capable not of objective proof, but only of logical demon- 
stration. . . . Further patient and extended observation are 
necessary." 

Princeton University. 

Frank A. Fetter. 

Historical Sociology: A Textbook of Politics. By Frank 
Granger. London: Methuen, 1911. Pp. xiv, 241. 

Mr. Granger must, we conjecture, be a stimulating lecturer 
and fascinating in conversation. In the book before us he talks 



